News Release 25 March 2015

DRIVING A NEW ROAD TO WIGAN PIER - EXCITING
RETAIL AND LEISURE OPPORTUNITIES

Retail and leisure operators are invited to be part of an exciting new chapter in the history

of Wigan Pier.

The world famous landmark, on the banks of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal, is at the
centre of ambitious development plans to regenerate the area. Plans include a 1,200
seat performance venue, new shops, restaurants, homes, car parking, boat moorings

and waterside landscaping.
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The project will be led by specialist waterside regeneration developer H20 Urban, in

conjunction with Wigan Council and the Canal & River Trust. H20 has previously worked
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on successful schemes in Northwich, Lancaster and London, and its trail-blazing
custom-build work was recently featured on BBC Panorama as a solution to the UK
housing crisis.

This month marks the launch of the first phase of the Wigan Pier Quarter redevelopment
— a chance for leading retailers and restaurant operators to jump aboard at the start of

the regeneration journey of this historic heritage area.

On offer is a 2.5 acre brownfield site, nestling between the River Douglas and the iconic
Wigan Pier heritage buildings. Situated off Southgate, a bustling arterial road out of
Wigan, the site is a former bus depot which has been completely cleared and primed for

development.

Richard Thomas, development manager for H20 Urban, said: “This is a fantastic
opportunity for retail and leisure operators to create a bespoke presence in the thriving
town of Wigan. With a population of nearly 320,000 people, Wigan is the second most
populated borough within Greater Manchester and is at the centre of a thriving economy.
“Wigan Pier is a unique part of our industrial heritage. Everyone has heard of it which
gives the Wigan Pier Quarter a huge advantage from a marketing point of view. We want

to embrace the past but focus very much on the future for this amazing location.

“Retailers and leisure operators who get involved early in the process will have the
chance to pick the prime locations on either a short or long leasehold basis. Building is
expected to begin in the next few months and businesses could be open for trading as

early as 2016.”

Councillor David Molyneux, Wigan Council's cabinet member for regeneration, said:
"Wigan Pier is a world famous location and this is a unique opportunity for retail and

leisure operators to be part of its successful regeneration.
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"We are working with our partners at H20 to deliver a high quality development that will
put Wigan Pier back on the map as a destination for visitors from across the North West
and further afield.

"By getting in early operators have the chance of choosing the very best locations. Wigan
Council has an excellent reputation for working productively with businesses and I'm sure

there will be a lot of interest in this very exciting opportunity.”

For more information about the exciting opportunities offered in this unique
heritage location, contact either Daniel Crawshaw at commercial property agents
Parkinson CPC on 01942 741800, email danielc@parkinsonscpc.com or Jeremy
Simpson at Tushingham Moore on 0161 833 1197, email
jsimpson@tushinghammoore.co.uk.

Media enquiries to Lynn Pegler, Pegler Communications
Tel: 01928 789042. Mob: 07783 686246. lynn@peglercommunications.co.uk

On behalf of H,0O

About H20 Urban

H20 Urban is a partnership between urban property developer bloc and the Canal &
River Trust, which is responsible for maintaining the nation’s 2,000 mile canal network.
Part of the profits from any H20 development are reinvested in the waterways for
everyone’s benefit.
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