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DIVORCING? DON’T UNDER ESTIMATE COST OF 
RAISING A CHILD? 

Childcare costs have rocketed by 42% in the last six years, according to new figures 

released by the Child Poverty Action Group.  

Children are expensive but when it comes to counting the cost of divorce, FDR Law 

family specialists believe many vulnerable people, mainly women, are losing out on 

claiming their fair share of the family finances. 

Now legal aid has been stopped for the vast majority of divorce and family issues, the 

losers are usually mothers who are trying to save money on legal fees by opting for DIY 

divorces, without fully taking into account the long term costs of bringing up a child. 

Jennifer Roulston, family law partner at FDR Law, said: “If you have children, not 

seeking proper legal advice when you divorce is almost always a false economy. The 

principle behind the division of family assets is that both parties should emerge with a 

similar standard of living. 

“However mothers have often given up work or gone part-time to care for their children. 

Men may take an initial hit on their capital but because the cost of bringing up a child is 

grossly under estimated, they often do far better in the long run. 

“Family law specialists help to create a level playing field and an investment of a few 

hundred pounds for expert legal advice could save people thousands in the long term.” 

For more information contact our family law experts: 



Jennifer Roulston, family law partner based at FDR’s Stockton Heath office on 01925 

604713. Email Jennifer.roulston@fdrlaw.co.uk. 

Ruth Hetherington, family law partner based at FDR’s Frodsham office on 01928 

739300. Email ruth.hetherington@fdrlaw.co.uk. 

Audrey Venables, family law partner based at FDR’s Warrington office on 01925 

230000. Email Audrey.venables@fdrlaw.co.uk. 

For child maintenance disputes, please consult Stephen Lawson, who has a national 

reputation for expertise in this specialist area of law. He is based at FDR’s Frodsham 

office on 01928 739300. Email Stephen.lawson@fdrlaw.co.uk. 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 
About FDR Law 
 FDR Law (Forshaws Davies Ridgway LLP) is a full service legal practice with offices in 

Warrington, Stockton Heath and Frodsham. 
 16 Partners 
 Over 100 staff 
 Services include: Commercial Law, Conveyancing, Criminal, Family, Litigation,  

Wills & Probate.  
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