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‘JOIN THE DAVES’ AND BECOME A VOLUNTEER LOCK 
KEEPER, CANAL CHARITY URGES 

 
‘Join the Daves’ urges national waterways and well-being charity, the Canal & River Trust, 
as it launches a new campaign to recruit more volunteers to take on the iconic role of lock 
keeper across 2,000 miles of canals and rivers. 
 

 
 
‘Dave’ is the most common name among the Trust’s thousands of volunteers and the charity 
is appealing for men and women from all backgrounds to join the army of ‘Dave’s performing 
this important task on the nation’s waterways. 
 
Britain’s canals are more popular than ever before, with more boats using them than at the 
height of the Industrial Revolution. Last year over 1,000 people volunteered to be lock 
keepers, a task which involves helping boaters on their journeys and providing information 
and advice to visitors on the towpath. 
 
Of the many people volunteering for the charity in a range of roles, 130 ‘Dave’s give up their 
time to carry out tasks, such as helping boats through locks, clearing vegetation, maintaining 
towpaths and teaching children via the charity’s education programme. Hot on their heels 
are the ‘John’s, with ‘Barbara’s and ‘Karen’s leading the way among female volunteers. 



 
Edd Moss, national volunteering development manager at Canal & River Trust, said: “The 
nation’s canal and rivers go through such a diversity of cities, towns and villages and this is 
reflected in our volunteers. We’ve people from an amazing array of communities and 
backgrounds, so it was quite interesting to see such an abundance of ‘Dave’s volunteering 
with us. 
 
“Of course, we’d love to continue to welcome dedicated ‘Dave’s and brilliant ‘Barbara’s to 
our volunteering team. But we would really like them to be joined by new names and faces 
so that we can do even more in 2019 to ensure canals across England and Wales are 
havens for people and wildlife. 
 
“In particular we’re looking for people to sign up as volunteer lock keepers and help bring 
their local canal to life for everyone who visits. It’s an iconic role, with volunteer lock keepers 
often known as the ‘face of the canals’, and great for anyone who likes spending time 
outside and talking to people. 
 
“We value each and every one of our volunteers and appreciate everything they do to help 
look after our historic waterways. In return we do all we can to ensure they have 
opportunities to learn new skills and meet new people in a friendly and supportive 
environment.  
 
“We believe that anything you do to spend more time by water is good for your mental and 
physical wellbeing, so that’s an extra benefit for everyone.” 
 
To support the recruitment drive and showcase the benefits of volunteering, the Canal & 
River Trust has penned a poem.   It calls on people to ‘Join the Daves’ and has been 
brought to life by a host of the charity’s staff and volunteers. Watch it here: 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer 
 

The Trust needs volunteer lock keepers at nearly 80 sites across England and Wales, 
including iconic historic flights like Bingley Five Rise in West Yorkshire, Caen Hill in Wiltshire 
and Hanwell in London. In Shropshire, there are vacancies at Frankton Locks, Grindley 
Brook and Tyrley Locks, near Market Drayton. amongst others. 
 
To find out more about volunteering opportunities on your local canal, visit: 
www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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Lynn Pegler, National Press Officer, Canal & River Trust  
m 07783 686246 e lynn.pegler@canalrivertrust.org,uk 
Notes to Editors  
The Canal & River Trust cares for and brings to life 2,000 miles of canals and rivers across 
England & Wales.  We believe waterways have the power to make a difference to people’s 
lives and that spending time by water can make us all healthier and happier. By bringing 
communities together to make a difference to their local waterway, we are creating places 
and spaces that can be used and enjoyed by everyone, every day. 
www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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