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LANCASTER CANAL BICENTENARY COMMUNITY ACTION CALL  

Get involved in discovering Lancaster Canal’s hidden gems – this is the call from a new 
project officer who has been appointed to promote the waterway’s rich heritage and leisure 
opportunities in South Cumbria. 

Carrie House has joined the Canal & River Trust charity and Lancaster Canal 
Regeneration Partnership (LCRP) on a two year community engagement project, funded 
as part of a Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant of £1.3million which is helping finance vital 
repairs to Grade II-listed Stainton Aqueduct, near Sedgwick. 
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Organising nature and wellbeing walks, history, heritage and wildlife events; improving the 
Lancaster Canal Towpath Trail and recruiting volunteers to learn new skills in dry stone 
walling and oral history recording are just a few of the exciting activities Carrie will be 
promoting. 
 
As the Lancaster Canal celebrates its bicentenary this year, Carrie will provide a focal 
point for visitors and residents alike, as she shines a light on cultural and leisure 
opportunities offered by the canal’s fascinating historic structures and beautiful natural 
environment.  
 
Under a wider £2.2 million project, Stainton Aqueduct, Sedgewick Aqueduct and Hincaster 
Tunnel will all benefit from improved access and have new interpretation to guide visitors 
in the exploration of the area. 
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Carrie said: “I would love to hear from people who would like to volunteer and get involved 
in discovering and preserving this incredibly important waterway. The canal is a fantastic 
place to enjoy the big outdoors.  
 
“Some stretches are in water, some aren’t, but this intriguing combination provides for a 
diverse towpath walking trail along the old historic canal route, peppered with stunning 
structures like Hincaster Tunnel and Stainton Aqueduct.” 
 
Carrie’s new role is part of the wider project to repair Stainton Aqueduct, which was badly 
damaged during storms Desmond and Eva in December 2015. The Canal & River Trust is 
currently hard at work restoring this vital water feed to the Lancaster Canal, which is likely 
to take until the summer to complete.  
 
Daniel Greenhalgh, Canal & River Trust North West regional director, said: “Restoring 
canal structures, like Stainton Aqueduct, is incredibly important, but it is also equally 
important to encourage people to engage with their local waterways and take advantage of 
the amazing leisure and heritage opportunities they provide. 
 
“Research proves people are happier and healthier by water. As the Lancaster Canal 
celebrates its bicentenary, this new community engagement project is the perfect way to 
focus attention on how residents can enjoy this historic waterway gem on their doorsteps.” 

Audrey Smith OBE, Lancaster Canal Regeneration Partnership chair, added: “The canal 
has great untapped potential as a regional visitor and tourism destination. We look forward 
to continuing to work with the Canal & River Trust as we breathe new life into the 
waterway through the Lancaster Canal Towpath Trail project.”  

The £2.2 million restoration, interpretation and community project is made possible thanks 
to National Lottery players and the HLF £1.3 million grant, and funding from the Rural 
Payments Agency Countryside Access Fund (£500,000), Canal & River Trust and Cumbria 
County Council.  

A grant of £140,000 from South Lakeland District Council and smaller grants from Cumbria 
County Council, Kendal Town Council, the Lancaster Canal Trust and the Inland 
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Waterways Association will support work on the Towpath Trail project in the Kendal to 
Natland area. 

The Grade ll-listed Stainton Aqueduct was built in 1819 and carries the Lancaster Canal, 
cared for by the Canal & River Trust, over Stainton Beck.  Prior to the damage caused 
during extreme rainfall in the December 2015 storms, the aqueduct was in good condition. 
Emergency stabilisation works costing £250,000 were completed onsite by the Canal & 
River Trust in early 2016 and once this final major construction phase is finished, the 
public right of way through the aqueduct tunnel and navigation over the aqueduct 
(principally used by a trip boat operated by the Lancaster Canal Trust) will be reinstated. 

To find out more about volunteering with the Canal & River Trust, please visit 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer​. For more information on the Lancaster Canal and 
bicentenary celebrations, check out 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/lancaster-canal 
or the Lancaster Canal Regeneration Partnership, 
www.lancastercanalregenerationpartnership.wordpress.com​. 

 
ENDS 

For further media enquiries and to arrange interviews, please contact: 

Lynn Pegler, communications manager 

On behalf of the Canal & River Trust and Lancaster Canal Regeneration Partnership 

Tel 07783 686246. Email: ​lynn@peglercommunications.co.uk​.  

  
Notes to Editors  
The Canal & River Trust cares for and brings to life 2,000 miles of canals and rivers across 
England & Wales.  We believe waterways have the power to make a difference to people’s 
lives and that spending time by water can make us all healthier and happier. By bringing 
communities together to make a difference to their local waterway, we are creating places 
and spaces that can be used and enjoyed by everyone, every day. 
www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  
 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
Heritage Grants applications are assessed in two rounds.  A first-round pass is given when 
HLF has endorsed outline proposals and earmarked funding. A first-round pass may also 
include an immediate award to fund the development of the project. Detailed proposals are 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/lancaster-canal
http://www.lancastercanalregenerationpartnership.wordpress.com/
mailto:lynn@peglercommunications.co.uk
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
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then considered by HLF at second-round and as long as plans have progressed 
satisfactorily and according to the original proposal, an award for the project is confirmed. 

Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, 
enjoy and protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the 
historic parks and buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare 
wildlife. ​www.hlf.org.uk​.  Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram and use 
#HLFsupported 

About the Lancaster Canal Regeneration Partnership 
  
This is a dedicated partnership of local authorities and charities, committed to celebrating, 
promoting and delivering the regeneration of the Lancaster canal and its communities. The 
current focus is to develop an accessible towpath trail between Kendal and Tewitfield. Its 
members include: Canal & River Trust, Cumbria County Council, Inland Waterways 
Association, Kendal Town Council, Lancashire County Council, Lancaster Canal Trust, 
Lancaster City Council and South Lakeland District Council.  
https://lancastercanalregenerationpartnership.wordpress.com/ 
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