Canal &
River Trust

Making life better by water

PRESS RELEASE

Issued: 18 March 2022

NEW SEFTON CANAL HERITAGE TRAIL LAUNCHED

Sefton’s fascinating canal history has been unlocked in a new heritage trail created by
volunteers from the Canal & River Trust charity.

The trail follows the route of the 200-year-old Leeds & Liverpool Canal from Litherland to
Bootle — a distance of just under two miles. Participants can complete the trail in about 45
minutes by linking into local history information and old photos on the Canal & River Trust
website, via their phones as they move along the canal.

The historical research was a lockdown project produced over the last two years by two
local history enthusiasts, Rachel Rick and Marian McQueen. The two Trust volunteers will
be passing on their knowledge first hand when they launch the trail with a special 90
minute guided walk on Saturday 26 March, starting from Litherland at 10am. The walk is
free but places need to be booked in advance.

The Trust plans to add QR codes along the trail over the next few months, making it easier
to access the website links.

This is just one of a number of activities planned by the Trust through its Community Roots
programme, which is supported by players of People’s Postcode Lottery. The project aims
to encourage local residents and visitors to discover and enjoy this beautiful section of the
Leeds & Liverpool Canal.

The Trust’'s Sefton community roots coordinator Sam Marine said: “Our two volunteers
have done a brilliant job in researching the fascinating history of the canal in this area.
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There has been a huge amount written about Liverpool over the years, but this length
through Sefton is sometimes overlooked in favour of its more famous big city neighbour.

“We are delighted to restore some balance by creating this trail and we hope it will give
people a reason to come out and get a fresh perspective on their local waterway. Thanks
to players of People’s Postcode Lottery this spring, the Canal & River Trust will also have a
range of activities for local residents to engage in, including our popular Let's Walk, Let’s
Cycle and Let’'s Paddle sessions. Research shows that people feel happier and healthier
by water, so we’d love to help them make new discoveries on their doorstep.”

To book a place on the Sefton Canal Heritage Trail guided walk, go to
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-walk-back-in-timehistory-walk-in-bootle-and-litherland-ti

ckets-295243510287

The Sefton Canal Heritage Trail archive can be seen here:
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fObdd72df1e74d73895b22497c3d77ba

You can also contact the Trust’'s Sefton community roots coordinator, Sam Marine, by

email on sam.marine@canalrivertrust.org.uk. Mobile 07393 142364.
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Notes to Editors

The Canal & River Trust cares for and brings to life 2,000 miles of canals and river
navigations across England & Wales. We believe waterways have the power to make a
difference to people’s lives and that spending time by water can make us all healthier and
happier. By bringing communities together to make a difference to their local waterway, we
are creating places and spaces that can be used and enjoyed by everyone, every day.
www.canalrivertrust.org.uk @CanalRiverTrust

People’s Postcode Lottery

e People’s Postcode Lottery manages lotteries on behalf of 20 Postcode Trusts.
People play with their chosen postcodes for a chance to win cash prizes. A
minimum of 33% from each subscription goes directly to charities and good causes
in Britain and internationally. Players have raised more than £850 million so far. For
details of the charities and good causes which are promoting and benefitting from
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the lottery draws, please visit
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/good-causes/draw-calendar

e |t costs £10 a month to play and winning postcodes are announced every day. The
maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw proceeds. For details,
please visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes

e New players can sign up to pay using direct debit by calling 0808 10 9 8 7 6 5. New
players who sign up online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk can pay using direct debit,
debit card or PayPal.

e Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under licence
numbers: 000-000829-N-102511 and 000-000829-R-102513. Registered office: 2™
Floor, 31 Chertsey Street, Guildford, Surrey, England, GU1 4HD

e Follow us @PPLComms
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