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NEW ORCHARD PLANTED ALONG MACCLESFIELD CANAL  
 
The Macclesfield Canal has become a waterway of ‘mellow fruitfulness’ thanks to the planting of a 
new orchard along its banks by the Canal & River Trust charity. 
 
The Trust, which cares for 2,000 miles of the nation’s waterways, has been assisted by dozens of 
volunteers to install 20 semi-mature fruit trees along the canal, just south of Macclesfield town, 
below Sutton Reservoir. 
 
A number of varieties have been planted, including apples, plums, pears and cherries, to create a 
linear orchard. The Trust was helped in the project by students from Stoke College and members 
of the Lyme & Sutton Canal Adoption Group, Victoria Anglers, Bosley Locks Adoption Group and 
the Macclesfield Canal Society. 
 
Tom King, ecologist with the Canal & River Trust, said: “It is rare to have an orchard planted 
alongside a canal but we hope these trees will not only bear fruit and be great for wildlife but 
become a picturesque local landmark too.  
 
“The fruit trees have a double benefit. In spring, their flowers are a visual delight for people and 
food for local wildlife. And in late summer and autumn, their fruit will be a great new food source for 
birds, animals and insects.  
 
“The trees have been planted within gaps in the hedgerow, where the hedge plants have died. The 
trees will help to fill in the gaps and restore the linear hedgerow barrier as a landscape feature and 
habitat for wildlife.” 
 
To find out more about volunteering opportunities and the Trust’s important work to protect canal 
flora and fauna, go to ​www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  
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Notes to editors: 
The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 
Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 
archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites.  
 
We believe that ​living waterways transform places and enrich lives​ and our role is to make sure 
there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, 
stretch your legs and simply feel closer to nature.  
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